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IT WAS BACK IN THE FALL 
Of ‘71 , MY SECOND YEAR 
AS SHERIFF, WHEN THE 
GEEX' SPACESHIP LIT UP 
THE NIGHT SKY OVER WAKO. 
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I TRECPASSING 


LATER THAT EVENING & 
GOT A CALL FROM A GUY 
WHO SAID THE UFO HAD 
LANDED A FEW MILES 
FROM HIS PROPERTY. 
DROVE ON OUER TO HAVE 
A LOOK- SEE, BUT BY THE 
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LONG AS I SWORE TO 
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To FIND THE POST 
DESERTED. ALL 
THE INVESTIGATORS 
WERE GONE, EXCEPT 
FOR ONE, AND HE 
WAS ON His WAY OUT. 


EVERYTHING... 1S... OKAY. 
MY FoR... IS DONE. 
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IS NOT A BAD ONE... IT WOvLD 
FREE US TO PERFORM OUR 
ASSIGNMENT. 


Wha et A, 


» AND THAT WAS HOW THE GEEX CAME TO STAY HERE IN WAKO. 


detente 


Story € ART by Tom StAzER. ©1986 


AND, NOW THAT You've BEEN 
TOLD, YOUR BRAIN MUST 


/ WELL, /T‘LL DO YOU NO GOOD, 
YOU LITTLE CREEP! T'veE 
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ATTENTION, You ; DURING YOUR ABSENCE, WE, 
CORPULENT, SLIME- THE SLARRNV , HAVE 
INGESTING, IMMoRAL ¥ CONQUERED YOUR 
INVERTE BRATES/ ) MISERABLE PLANET! 
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ON SALE NOW! 


THE 
MAGAZINE 
THAT 
ANSWERS 
ALL YOUR 
QUESTIONS 
ABOUT 
COMING 
COMICS! 


Whaat is Mike Baron going to 
do with THE FLASH? Why is 
Chris Claremont leaving NEW 
MUTANTS? Is Steve Englehart really taking over the 
FANTASTIC FOUR? What does Alan Moore have planned for his last SWAMP THING? 

What's Bill Sienkiewicz doing now that ELEKTRA's over? Who's the new team on BATMAN — 
and the new DOOM PATROL, for that matter? What is TABOO? How many people are 
publishing T.H.U.N.D.E.R. AGENTS? Is USAGI YOJIMBO getting his own book? Is Doug Wildey 
going to do some more JONNY QUEST stories? And whatever happened to the MARCH HARE? 


These are only a few of the literally thousands of comics questions answered by the 1987 
AMAZING HEROES PREVIEW SPECIAL! With over 550 comics previewed. ..over 20 contributing 
reporters...over 100 pieces of original, never-before-seen art provided by the publishers and 
creators...ONE HUNDRED AND FORTY-EIGHT pages jam-packed with information. ..this is the 
ONE magazine about comics you CANNOT AFFORD to miss! 


S. rush to your comics store today—or send in the coupon below—and you'll be the best- 
informed comics fan on your block (or even in your city)! 


FPeesewee ee FG eS SSS ee eS FS eS 22228 Look for the great 
SERGIO ARAGONES/ 
DAVE SIM jam cover 
—or send away for 
your copy of the 
1987 AMAZING 
HEROES PREVIEW 


Send to: FANTAGRAPHICS BOOKS, 4359 Comell Road, Agoura, CA 91301. 
© Fipasecalice-k wena clintlntivers: SPECIAL today! 
Eitan tier Raton a Sa ee ee 

Cover © 1986 Sergio Aragones/Dave Sim 


I want to know what's going on in the world of comics! Rush me the 
1987 Amazing Heroes Preview Special. for the low price of $4.95! 
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CHRISTMAS 


EDITORIAL 


Welcome to our special Christ- 
mas issue of Critters. 

Well, I told you it was going 
to be big, didn't I? In addition to 
wrapping up the three storylines 
from last issue, I'm proud to pre- 
sent contributions from every 
single artist who's contributed a 
strip or cover to Critters since the 
second issue—plus, just to keep 
us fresh, a brand new strip from 
J. Holland and Ron Wilber (the 
latter of whom is an old com- 
padre from my Comics Journal 
days). Only Steven A. Gallacci 
is technically missing: but since 
his “Birthright II” debuts next 
issue, were running his sketch 
for the cover back on the inside 
back cover—an original Gallacci 
piece! 

Since letters have slowed 
down a considerable amount 
lately, I'll be using this letters 
page to do a quick summary of 
what the various Critters artists 
are up to these days. Support 
their work— even the stuff that 
isn’t funny-animals! 

MARK ARMSTRONG, after a 
hiatus from cartooning, is get- 
ting back in gear and hopes to 
have another “Firecracker Jack” 
episode any day now. Also, we 


made him promise another one 
of those great airbrush covers for 
when he does get back into the 


groove! 

STEVEN A. GALLACCI is keep- 
ing himself busy: In addition to 
beginning his “Birthright II” in 
the next issue of Critters, he is 
writing and drawing Albedo and 
writing and co-drawing Zell, 
Sworddancer for his own 
Thoughts & Images, as well as 
teaming up with the sensation- 
ally talented Lela Dowling on 
not one, but two books for 
Eclipse Comics: Fusion and The 
Dreamery. (I'd have asked Lela 
to contribute to this issue of Crit- 
ters due to her and Toren Smith's 
“Lobster” verse in #5, but, truth 
to tell, I forgot all about it until 
when I was writing this edito- 
rial. I could kick myself.) Also, 
look for his Birthright graphic 
novel from Fantagraphics Books 
later this year. 

MIKE KAZALEH is still produc- 
ing Adventures of Captain Jack. 
currently in its seventh issue. He 
is also working on a project for 
Ralph Bakshi, and will be color- 
ing a special funny-animal pro- 
ject scheduled for the summer of 
1987. Check out his coloring on 


the Captain Jack story in Dooms- 
day Squad #5 and you'll see 
why were trying to get him to 
do more work in the full-color 
vein. 

SAM KIETH is busy pencilling 
and inking Wandering Stars, a 
seven-issue SF mini-series writ- 
ten by Stuart Hopen, for Fanta- 
graphics Books. He'll also be 
contributing to future issues of 
Critters, including the very next 
issue. 

KEN MACKLIN will have some 
work in Fusion (the return of Dr. 
Watchstop!), as well as doing 
the cover for the upcoming 
premiere issue of SPLAT!. edited 
by Tom Mason, who art-directed 
the first 10 issues of Critters. 

STEVE LAFLER is chugging 
away at Dog Boy, which 
premieres this month—in fact, 
the first issue should be at your 
newsstand right this very 
moment. It's monthly for at least 
the first four or five issues (and 
possibly forever), so watch out 
you don't miss them! 

FREDDY MILTON is busily 
working away on a comics pro- 
ject for the great Danish toy 
manufacturer Lego, having just 
wrapped up his “For the Love of 


Gnellie” serial. We will be start- 
ing up that epic romance in Crit- 
ters #13 (out in February); also 
scheduled for this Summer is a 
five-issue full-color Gnuff mini- 
series (presenting an epic 
90-page Gnuff novel, with some 
special surprises thrown in) — 
and were still talking to the 
People Who Own Woody Wood- 
pecker (Walter Lantz sold him 
off a while ago) about the 
possibility of running some of 
Freddy’s 400-plus Woody pages. 
Gladstone Comics has been 
publishing quite a few of the 
Freddy Milton/Daan Jippes 
Donald Duck ten-pagers in Walt 
Disney's Comics and Stories, and 
some of them are pretty wild. 

STAN SAKAI is gearing up for 
the April release of Usagi Yojim- 
bo #1, a new bi-monthly black- 
and-white comic starring you- 
know-who. Did we say bi- 
monthly? Actually, it will be 
monthly during the Summer, 
with #3 scheduled to premiere 
at the Chicago Comic Conven- 
tion, and #4 at the San Diego 
Comic Con. (Stan's old friend 
Dennis Fujitake co-stars in the 
first issue, by the way, with a 
strip that’s quite a departure for 
him.) In addition to this, May 
will see the release of Usagi 
Yojimbo Book One, a big square- 
bound volume reprinting the 
Summer Special and the first 
several Critters stories—with, of 
course, a new cover. Stan is also 
contributing to an upcoming 
Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles 
project, and we're going to try to 
wheedle a “Nilson Ground- 
thumper” story out of him for 
Critters one of these days too... 

TOM STAZER is working away 
at Spaced, which he himself 
publishes (and which is distrib- 
uted by Eclipse Comics). He is 
already formulating plans for 
the return of Lionheart, in a 
story which will continue the 
“Warner Bros. Babylon” 
sequence of the premiere, back 
in #4. 

TY TEMPLETON was, at press- 
time, busy writing the patter for 
the presenters of the 1986 Juno 
Awards (the Canadian Gram- 
mies) —no, really! Also, he’s 
gearing up for the January 
return of his Stig’s Inferno, one 
of the world’s funniest comics, 
now being published by Eclipse 
Comics. There's also rumors of a 
column for Amazing Heroes... 

And RON WILBER is 
represented in the first issue of 
the aforementioned SPLAT!. 

Next issue: The return of 
“Birthright” by Gallacci; a 
10-page “Great Wa-Zoo” strip by 
Sam Kieth; and a swell special 
strip by REED WALLER and 
KATE WORLEY of Omaha fame. 
Also, viewer mail. Look for 
Steve's painted cover in the third 
week of January. 

—KIM THOMPSON 


CREDITS: “Usagi Yojimbo” was written and drawn by Stan Sakai. 
“Dinosaurs at the Bar” was written and drawn by Ty Templeton. “Chuck 
That Duck” was written and drawn by Mark Armstrong; the last three pages 
were inked by Dennis Budd. “Lionheart” was written and drawn by Tom 
Stazer. “Flying” was written by J. Holland and drawn by Ronald Wilber. 
“De Grand Wa-Zoo” was written and drawn by Sam Kieth. “Gnuff” was 
written, drawn, lettered, and toned by Freddy Milton and translated by 


Kim Thompson. “Dog Boy” was written and drawn by Steve Lafler. “Santa 
Claus and the Bats” was written and drawn by Mike Kazaleh. The editorial 
illustration was drawn (in 1979) by Mark Armstrong; the next issue art is 
by Steven A. Gallacci; the cover is a painting by Ken Macklin. Color separa- 
tions by 8° M Graphics. Printed at Port Publications. Production by: Peppy 
White. art director, and Teresa Moore, production assistant. CRITTERS is 
edited by Kim Thompson for FANTAGRAPHICS BOOKS. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS 


If you'd subscribed before, this issue would have cost you only 
a buck and a half! Adventures of Captain Jack, Critters, and 
Dog Boy are all published regularly by Fantagraphics Books! 
And watch for our upcoming Usagi Yojimbo solo book in ‘87! 


by STEVEN A. GALLACCI 


Iilustration from “Birthright I" 


| Begin my subscription to Critters with the next issue off the presses! I 
enclose a check or money order for $9.00 for the next 6 issues (outside 
U.S., $11.00 in U.S. funds). 

1 Send me the following single issues at $2.50 apiece: 
Critters... 1#2 (J#3 (#4 (145 #6 #7 © #8 0 #9 
Adv’s of Captain Jack..() #1 (] #2 “1 #3 (© #4 

(1) Doomsday Squad #5 (with full-color Capt. Jack story) | Dog Boy #1 

© Anything Goes! #3 (with full-color Captain Jack story) [|] Deg Boy #2 

( Begin my subscription to Adventures of Captain Jack with the next 
issue off the presses! I enclose a check or money order for $9.00 for the 
next 6 issues (outside U.S., $11.00 in U.S. funds). 


Begin my subscription to Dog Boy with the next issue off the presses! 


O 


I enclose a check or money order for $8.00 for the next 6 issues (outside 


U.S., $10.00 in U.S. funds). 


name 


address 


state/prov. zip/country 


Send to: Fantagraphics Books, 4359 Cornell Road, Agoura, CA 91301. (Allow 6-8 
weeks for your first copy to arrive; all copies mailed in flat protective envelopes.) 


NOTE: When ordering issues of Captain Jack or Dog Boy, please state that you 
are over 18 years of age. 


J ) #10 
#45 O #6 OC #7 


(] 1 want to know what's going on in the world of comics! Rush me the —_ . "e 
1987 Amazing Heroes Preview Special, for the low price of $4.95! ~} ht t - 


CITY STATE ZIP 


Send to: FANTAGRAPHICS BOOKS, 4359 Cornell Road, Agoura, CA 91301. 
Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery. 


OR; 


